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S AN EXAMPLE of how one 

‘metropolitan newspaper has 
not forgotten the dormant automo- 
bile industry, there is the luncheon 
of the New York Times, held at 
Detroit’s Recess Club Thursday. 
This is an annual party the Times 
has been throwing for the last 
eight or nine years. The host is 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, publisher, 
and he brings with him each time 
one or two of his brilliant editorial 
writers. In the past we have heard 
such celebrities as Arthur W. 
Krock, John Kieran, Mrs. Anne 
McCormick, Fred T. Birdsall and 
Brooks Peters, and have listened 
to their interpretations of world 
events which have been greatly 
appreciated by those of us who like 
to get the real “low-down.” 

* 


ADMITTEDLY the automobile 
industry is 100 percent active on 
war work right now, but just the 
same the brass hats take kindly 
to Publisher Sulzberger’s thought- 
fulness in bringing together his 
old friends in the automobile in- 
dustry in this manner. 

War-minded as we are at this 
time, the two speakers on the pro- 
gram last week, both of whom we 
heard two years ago—Hanson W. 
Baldwin, the Times military editor 
who had just returned from a 
flight to Guadalcanal and whose 
criticism of the fighting there 
rocked the United States, and Otto 
Tolischus, Tokio correspondent 
when the war broke out and be- 
fore that correspondent in Berlin. 

mr * 


MIXING with the guests at the 
luncheon carried me back to New 
York automobile show times—the 
big parties like Crowell’s, when we 
used to see all the brass hattery 
under one roof. Host Sulzberger’s 
rolicall was answered by many of 
the notables. Breaking bread with 
us I noted Packard’s Alvan Macau- 
ley, Chrysler’s K. T. Keller, A. van 
DerZee, H. L. Weckler, Dave Wal- 
lace and Fred Zeder; General Mo- 
tors’ Arthur Bradley; Chevrolet's 
M. E. Coyle, Willys-Overland’s Joe 
Frazer and Cadillac’s Nick Drey- 
stadt, and most of the general 
sales managers of the automobile 
companies—some 250 in all. 

* * * 


FEW TOM-TOM BEATERS are 
left in the automobile industry, for 
with the stoppage of production 
and the consequent dormancy of 
the business, our press agents, 
speaking brutally instead of call- 
ing them public relation men, had 
to scatter to the four winds. Few 
are left. But it gives the column 
great pleasure to report on Stude- 
baker’s former tom-tom beater, 
Morrow Krum, who joined the 
Army months ago. First thing 
we knew he was overseas and it 
was only a week ago that the 
cables carried the story of how 
Lieut.-Col. Morrow Krum, U. S. 
Army public relations officer for 
the European theater of operations, 
broke the news to American corre- 
spondents, assembled in London, 
of the American African invasion. 

- * * 


QUOTING the cable: “Col. Krum, 
other army officers and newspaper 
correspondents were seated in 
American army headquarters anx- 
iously awaiting word when the 
phone rang. 

“‘This is it!’ Col. Krum _ pre- 
dicted as he lifted the receiver. He 
spoke briefly over the phone, hung 
up, turned to the newspapermen 
and announced: “American forces 
are in North Africa.” 

In this way an automobile tom- 
tom beater helped make history. 

Curis SINSABAUGH. 


DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 


this edition will be condensed. 


Alternate weekly editions, how- 


ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 


advertising as heretofore. 
Curis SinsaBauGH, Editor 


DETROIT, NOVEMBER 23, 1942 


No Further Ration Delay, Says OPA 


Henderson Expects Plenty of B and C Cards in Unrationed Areas; 
Basic Gas Allowance Cut to 3 Gallons in 16 Eastern States; 
Truckers Assail Rails’ Effort to Grab Traffic 


Despite vigorous demands from congress- 

‘No Further men and oil-producing states, there will 

Delay in be no further delay in the start of 

Gas Rationing’ nationwide gasoline rationing, scheduled 

to begin Dec. 1, OPA Chief Leon Hender- 

son announced Thursday. He said, however, that he 

expects B and C ration cards to be issued in far greater 

numbers in the present unrationed areas than in the 
oil-short East. 

No limits have been placed on the number of B and C 
cards to be issued, he stated, the individual’s need for 
supplementary mileage constituting the sole basis. He 
reiterated OPA’s intentions to see that no breakdown 
occurs in war-production transportation. 

x * 

Meanwhile, due to the serious drain on 
East’s Basic gasoline supplies by the North African 
Ration Cut campaign, the basic gas ration in 16 
To 3 Gallons Eastern states was reduced last week by 
OPA to three gallons. The slash, repre- 
senting a 25 percent cut from the four gallons previously 
allowed for “A” coupons, does not affect the value of 
B and C coupons but does cut, at least temporarily, the 
overall allowances to holders of B and C cards since these 

cards are used in conjunction with A books. 

The reduction will have no effect on other sections of 
the nation, OPA said, since there is plenty of gas in all 
except the Eastern states. West Virginia is excepted from 
the new order. It is effective Nov. 22 in those counties 
already having rationing, and Dec. 1 in the remaining 
counties of the 16 states on the Atlantic Seaboard. 

The cut is designed to eliminate only ‘non-essential’ 
driving allowed under A cards, and will save about 20,000 
barrels of gasoline a day, it is said. Transition of com- 
mercial vehicles from unlimited S cards to limited T 
rations, under ODT’s Certificates of War Necessity which 
go into effect Dec. 1, will save an additional 43,000 
barrels daily, it is estimated. 

xk *k * 

A behind-the-scenes attempt of railroads 
to dictate the distance over which ship- 
ments by motor vehicle may move, 
under the specious plea of necessity to 
conserve equipment, was denounced last 
week by Ted V. Rodgers, president of American Trucking 
Assns. Under fire was a proposal by a special law-operat- 
ing-traffic committee of the Assn. of American Railroads 
to the Office of Defense Transportation, which if issued by 
ODT as its own order, would kill truck shipments in excess 
of 250 miles to any point served by railroad. 

Significance of the proposal lies partly in the fact that 


Truckers Rap 
Rails’ Effort to 
Snatch Traffic 


Rapidly we approach the crossroads 
in the automotive mechanic problem. 
One sign reads: 

“Do-Nothing Road—Turn left.” 

On the same post hangs another sign: 

“Do-Something Road—Turn right.” 

xk kk 


Too long have we hoped that the 
“easy” road we’ve been travelling would 
have no end. 

Too long have government agencies, 
dealers and factories put off the day of 
decision to relieve the mechanic shortage. 

The day is now at hand. We must 
now do one of two things: 


Or— 


The former method 
cratic and desirable, but the deferment- 
freezing procedure must be instituted if 
the wage method proves ineffectual. 


Whither goest we? 


Gsoras M. Stocum, Publisher 
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News in Brief 


Trailers Banned 
WASHINGTON.—WPB Thurs- 
day halted production of all 
sizes of truck trailers. Previ- 
ously, ODT had permitted the 
manufacture of trailers of 
10,000 pounds capacity or more. 


U. C. Rationing 

WASHINGTON. — “Rumors 
that we are at the point of 
putting a used-car rationing pro- 
gram into effect, are false,” Paul 
M. O'Leary, deputy OPA admin- 
istrator in charge of rationing, 
said last week in commenting 
on WPB’s conferring of such 
power on OPA, O'Leary de- 
clined, however, to make a long- 
range commitment. He esti- 
mated used car stocks at 300,000 
at present, sufficient to meet 
present needs, 


Car Procurement 
DETROIT.—Some Army Ord- 
nance districts already have 
procured their full quotas of 
1942 Ford, Chevrolet and Plym- 
outh four-door sedans, under 
the 30,000-car procurement pro- 
gram started Nov. 1, it was 
learned last week. It is claimed 
that many of the cars, bought 
under a bid proposition, are be- 
ing purchased at prices under 
the ceilings allowed by OPA. 


‘E’ For NADA 
DETROIT.—Ordnance mainte- 
nance companies, organized 
under auspices of NADA, have 
proved “excellent,” it was re- 
vealed last week concurrent 
with the visit here of Brig. Gen. 
Julian S. Hatcher, chief, Ord- 


nance military training, and his 
civilian advisory board who in- 
spected training schools oper- 
ated by automotive plants. 


OPA’s Pressure 


WASHINGTON.—In a state- 
ment directed to buyers of new 
cars—obviously designed to in- 
fluence dealers to comply with 
the standard maintenance oper- 
ations established in OPA regu- 
lations, OPA last week pointed 
out that “buyers may refuse 
to accept new cars if the price 
includes monthly (maintenance 
and storage) increment unless 
the seller furnishes with the bill 
of sale a written statement that 
all the maintenance and stor- 
age operations specified by OPA 
have been performed on the ve- 
hicle to assure it will be de- 
livered in ‘new’ car trim.” “If 
your dealer tries to sell you a 
new car at a price which in- 
cludes the monthly increment, 
and the car has not received 
the protective maintenance op- 
erations required, report the 
situation promptly to your near- 
est OPA office.” 


S. A. Rubber? 


NEW YORK.—Dr. Eduardo 
Lopez of Colombia, said here 
last week that 3,000 tons of 
rubber could be shipped from 
Colombia to the United States 
monthly, if air freight facilities 
were provided and the price of 
raw rubber raised from 33 to 60 
cents a pound. He said negotia- 
og are underway in Washing- 

n. 


—————————— 


it would apply to the distance over which the shipment 
moved rather than to actual mileage of particular trucks. 
Thus, where two or more trucking concerns might partici- 


pate in handling a shipment, 


their combined truck mileage 


could not exceed 250 miles. “This proposal by the railroads 
under the guise of a war conservation measure, seeks to 
defeat the very qualities of motor truck transportation 


Whither Goest We? 


OPA must allow an increase in service 
prices, so that dealers may raise me- 
chanics’ wages to a point commensurate 
with prevailing pay in war industries. 


Mechanics must be held through a 
deferment-freezing combination, such as 
now applied to farm laborers. 


xk *& 


is more demo- 


which have contributed so di- 
rectly to the speedy and flexi- 
ble flow of materials into the 
war industries from which 
come the vast volume of 
arms and war goods,” de- 
clared Rodgers. 
x k * 
While inter- 
Service Shops ested parties 
Report Acute continued 
Labor Shortage efforts in 
Washington 
to get relief on the auto me- 
chanics shortage, reports 
came last week from various 
sections of the nation, citing 
the acute problems on man- 
power and expressing fears 
that America’s transportation 
may be crippled unless reme- 
dial action is taken immedi- 
ately. 





aS ne NS i me a 


Pontiac Chief’s Advice: 


Keep Mechanics 
By Paying ’Em 


DETROIT. — “There is no 
shortage of automotive mechan- 
ics. Put enough value on him 
and you'll get him and _ keep 
him.” 

So spoke Verne L. Murray, act- 
ing general sales manager of 
Pontiac, at a meeting of Pontiac 
dealers from Michigan and Ohio 
here last week. 

Murray declared he spoke ad- 


Okla. Dealers 
Elect Allen; 
Cargile Warns 


OKLAHOMA CITY.—Only func- 
tional automotive parts can be re- 
placed, L. Clare Cargile, past presi- 
dent of National Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., told members of the 


Oklahoma Automobile Dealers 


Assn, here last week. 

Cargile pointed out that used 
car stocks are rapidly being de- 
pleted and predicted a price ceil- 
ing would be placed on second- 
hand machines shortly. 

Walter E. Allen, Oklahoma City, 
was elected president of the asso- 
ciation; Frank Northway, Okla- 
homa City, was elected first vice- 
president and secretary-treasurer; 
E. P. Williams, Woodward, was 
named second vice-president and 
A. R. Christie, Oklahoma City, 
was named secretary-manager. 





Columbus Sales 
Way Down 


COLUMBUS, O.—Sales of 22 new 
automobiles were recorded in the 
office of J. Arthur Yoder, clerk 
of the courts, during the first 15 
days of November compared with 
270 in a comparative period in 1941. 
Three new trucks were sold com- 
pared with a like period in Novem- 
ber of last year. 


The car sales were: Buick, 4; 
Chevrolet, 6; Chrysler, 1; DeSoto, 
1; Dodge, 1; Nash, 1; Oldsmobile. 
3; Packard, 1; Plymouth, 3, and 
Studebaker, 1. 


* * 


Sales Upswing Noted 


In Akron Area 

AKRON. — Automobile sales_ in 
Summit County for the week ended 
Nov. 12 totaled 19 compared with 
eight the previous week and 179 
the same week a year ago. 

Used car sales totaled 177, com- 
pared with 209 the previous week 
and 403 the corresponding week in 
1941, Akron District Automobile 
Dealers Assn. reports. 

* + + 


Car Sales Show Drop 


In Canton Area 

CANTON, O.—Eleven new cars 
were registered in Stark County 
Nov. 1-10, the Stark County Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. reports. Reg- 
istrations had fallen off from 66 
in September to 41 in October. 

One new truck was registered 
in September, nine in October and 
none from Nov. 1-10. Used car 
registrations Nov. 1-10 totaled-165. 





Anent British Report 


On Car Output Halt 
DETROIT.—U. S. auto deal- 
ers read with consternation last 
week an Associated Press dis- 
patch from London, stating that 
the “Ministry of War Transport 
announced today (Nov. 17) that 
manufacture of private automo- 
biles had ceased, except for 
those under construction.” 
British quarters in Detroit ex- 
plained that the report, while 
true, did not mean that Britain’s 
auto plants had been turning 
out peacetime cars. Britain, it 
was explained, was caught with- 
out a backlog of new cars such 
as was the case in the U. S., 
and as a result the British gov- 
ernment has been authorizing 


the production of a certain num- 
ber of vehicles to meet the needs 
of the armed forces, government 
agencies and essential services. 
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visedly when he said that me- 
chanics are available if they are 
well paid. 

“Advertise for mechanics and 
advertise enough and wisely,” he 
told the dealer meeting. “Tell the 
mechanics about your hospital in- 
surance and incentive plans. Tell 
him about vacations with pay; sell 
the job and the importance of keep- 
ing America rolling. 

“And when you get them, treat 
them right. Let them work under 
conditions that you would want.” 

Murray discussed a newspaper 
advertisement placed by one 
Michigan dealer in a city of 
60,000 persons. The dealer out- 
lined the job fully and fairly, 
made a liberal offer and received 
20 answers, he said. 

From these replies, a dozen high- 
grade mechanics were found, Mur- 
ray asserted. 

“And the town is in a war plant 
area,” he said. 

Murray noted that Eastern 
dealers experienced a lull in serv- 
ice business directly before and 
directly after gasoline rationing. 
Then business came back with a 
rush. He cautioned dealers against 
allowing their mechanics to become 
discouraged during this psycho- 
logical lull. 

“Some mechanics didn’t know 
what the dealer was going to do 
and quit,” he explained. “Tell your 
mechanics what is going on. Take 
them into your confidence. Even 
give them a guarantee over the 
slack period. And you'll keep 
them.” 


Bell to Head 
Ohio Dealers 


COLUMBUS, O.—Harry L. Bell 
has been elected president of Ohio 
Auto Dealers Assn., succeeding 
Ralph E. Moorhead, of Mansfield. 
The new president operates the 
Winders Motor Sales, Inc., Co- 
lumbus, the Queen City Chevrolet 
Co., Cincinnati, and the Sherer- 
Bell Co., at Piqua. 

Walter R. Hamer, of Columbus, 
is secretary of the association. 


Ask Canada to Follow 


U. S. Lead on Tires 


MONTREAL.—A resolution has 
been sent to Premier W. L. Mac- 
kenzie King by the Royal Automo- 
bile Club of Canada, urging that 
the government give consideration 
to the adoption of a policy similar 
to that of the United States in re- 
gard to the provision of reclaimed 
and synthetic rubber for the main- 
tenance of all motor vehicles for 
the duration. 

The resolution was passed by 
the club’s directors following dis- 
cussion on the announcement of 
the U. S. price administrator that, 
beginning on Nov. 22, all pas- 
senger automobiles will be eligible 
for recapping services or replace- 
ment tires under the national mile- 
age rationing program. The direc- 
tors also passed a resolution com- 
mending the 40-miles an hour 
speed limit. 


OPA Allows Oil Price 


Rise to Cover Tax 


DETROIT. — Oil dispensers re- 
ceived permission from the Office 
of Price Administraiton Thursday 
to add one penny, to cover new 
taxes, on the sale of five quarts 
of oil or less. 

OPA made the ruling to clarify 
application of the new federal 
excise, which amounts to 1% cents 
per gallon. To simplify the calcu- 
lations, the OPA said that on sales 
of five quarts or less, service 
stations could charge a penny on 
each sale, and on lIrager sales 
could figure the tax at the rate of 
1% cents per gallon, figured to the 
nearest cent. 





Osborne Honored 


SOUTH BEND.—David R. Osborne, 
sales training director for Studebaker 
Corp.. has been elected president of 
the National Society of Sales Training 
Executives. Osborne succeeds R. ; 
saenenet. educational director of Texas 
oO, 








Here Is Procedure 
On ‘Storage’ Charges 


Upon the sale of a new passenger automobile, if the seller pro- 
poses to include in the maximum price the allowance permitted 
under section 1360.51 (c) (2) and 1360.52 (e) (2) of Revised Price 
Schedule No. 85—New Passenger Automobiles, he is required at 
the time of sale to certify in writing to the purchaser and to the 
Office of Price Administration, in the following form, that the 
automobile sold has, on and after Oct. 31, 1942, received while 
in storage all the maintenance operations required by Appendix 
B of the Regulation: 

“The undersigned hereby certifies that the—————_______ 
automobile bearing motor number_________and//or _ serial 
number. has, on and after Oct. 31, 1942, received 
while in storage, all of the maintenance operations set forth 
in Appendix B of Revised Price Schedule No. 85—New Pas- 
senger Automobiles, issued by the Office of Price Administra- 
tion, as required therein. 
EC cen censceneneneneecenesnncneemiones coneeeemansanienarennsisenais 
The certification to the Office of Price Administration must be 

filed, together with the report of sale required by Rationing Order 
2A—New Passenger Automobile Rationing Regulations, with the 
War Price and Rationing Board designated in such rationing 
Regulation to receive such report of sale. 


These certificates are now being filed with the Office of Price 
Administration, Washington, on different sized letter heads, papers 
and affidavit forms. To standardize the procedure for the filing of 
these certificates, which need not be sworn to, attention is called 
to the fact that this certification can and should be made by the 
seller at the time of sale on the reverse side of Part D and again 
on the reverse side of Part E of OPA Form R214—Quota Cer- 
tificate for acquisition of New Passenger Automobile, or on OPA 
Form R215—Non Quota Certificate for Acquisition of New Pas- 
senger Automobile, or on OPA Form R217—Certificate for Ac- 
quisition of New Passenger Automobile. 


Part D of the Quota Certificate when completed is mailed by 
the dealer or transferor within five days after the delivery of the 
automobile to the local rationing board designated to serve the 
area in which the transfer was made and then forwarded by the 
Board to the Office of Price Administration, Inventory Unit, New 
York, N. Y. Part E is retained by the purchaser or transferee. 


WPB Names 44 Specialists 
To Aid Dealers, Industry 


WASHINGTON.—Appointment of 
44 automotive specialists to WPB 
regional and district offices 
throughout the country was an- 
nounced last week by R. L. Vani- 
man, director, automotive division, 
War Production Board. Bids. MILWAUKEE. 

In addition to their years of ex- SPRINGFIELES _, 
perience in the industry and/ Fred O. Clough, 617 Kittredge Bldg. 
thorough familiarity with its op- | DENVER. : 
erations and problems, the spe- LAND ae Cox, Bedell Bidg., PORT- 
cialists have been prepared for| Robert H. Craig, 112 State St. 
their duties by a comprehensive me tt N.Y, 
schooling in WPB’s automotive Rican F . we: 10 S. Fifth St., 
program and in the orders and Pale R. Davis, Todd Bldg., LOUIS- 
procedures regulating it. . 

The new appointees are at-| pogiph, K. Eldridge, 17 Court St., 

1013 Stahlam 





” 





Names and addresses of the spe- 
cialists are: 


Fred Anderson, C 
cnes qenntatto Law Bidg., 


H. V. Bodine. $4 E. 
CINCINNATI, O. Fourth St., 
7048 =Plankinton 


Eugene Bouton, 
h Burnham, 1200 Main St., 


tached to WPB field offices out of} Frank P. Fleming, 


which they will operate as rep- 
resentatives of the automotive di- 
vision. Producers, dealers, service 
stations and other agencies may 
now take up their problems direct- 
ly with the trained specialists in 
their own territory. 

At the same time, WPB’s auto- 
motive division will be kept abreast 
of developments in the industry 
throughout the country and thus 
be able to expedite matters con- 
cerning it. 

The immediate duties of the 
automotive specialists involve the 
following activities: 

1 To make certain that proper 

conservation measures are put 
into effect by all holders of reserve 
vehicles now in storage for ration- 
ing. 

To assist and advise dealers and 

service stations in conversing 
and reconditioning automotive 
parts: to examine inventories and 
arrange for transfer of excess 
stocks to points where needed. 

To facilitate the acquisition of 

necessary repair equipment and 
tools by service stations. 

To establish close contact with 

all producers of service station 
equipment, including those manu- 
facturing such equipment for tanks 
and other combat vehicles and help 
them secure critical materials. 

To advise the industry on the 

preparation and filing of WPB 
forms required under orders and 
regulations administered by the 
Automotive Division. 


Venezuela, Too 


WASHINGTON.—Venezuela has join- 
ed the list of South American Repub- 
lics that have agreed to sell all rubber 
not required for domestic use to the 
United States, announces the . 5 
department of state. the Rubber Re- 
serve Co., and the Board of Economic 
Warfare. The agreement is renewable 
from year to year until Dec. 31, 1946. 
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John C. Stuart, 116 Candler Bidg., 
ATLANTA. 

Clayton E. Tanke, Circle 
“> yen reg mew 

. J. Templeton, First National Bank 
“- UrTIca, N.Y. 

arles E. Thompson, 1138 Rand 
Bidg., BUFFALO, N- Zs 

Frederick N. White, 1617 Pennsyl- 
vania Blvd.. PHILADELPHIA. 
wa” Williams, 17 Court St., BOS- 


Walter F. Wright, 7310 Woodward 
Ave., DETROIT. 
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Car Registrations 
Off 46,176 in 


Massachusetts 


BOSTON.—Registrations of mo- 
tor cars and trucks in Massachu- 
setts for the first 10 months of this 
year dropped 232,441 under the 
figures for 1942. In 1941 the total 
had reached 1,215,964; this year 
the registrations were 983,523. 

Registering does not mean that 
there were that many vehicles on 
the highway. In 1941, car regis- 
trations reached 1,091,710. But there 
were 250,283 re-registrations in the 
car class, some cars two and three 
times. This year the cars totaled 
869,721, of which 74,470 only were 
registered more than once. 

That made the net units a year 
ago 841.437. And for this year the 
net was 795,470, or 46,176 less. 

Trucks made a better showing. 
Last year 124,254 commercial vehi- 
cles were listed and 14,540 were re- 
registered. The net was 109,714. 
For 1942, a total of 113,802 trucks 
were listed, but the re-registrations 
were only 4,581, making the net 
109,221. So the net loss was only 
493 vehicles. 

The result is that for 1941 total 
net cars and trucks was 951,141 
and this year 905,472, making the 


combined loss 45,669 units. 
* * * 


29,349 Cars Off Road 


In Washington 


WASHINGTON. — Only 108,098 
motorists re-registered in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia under the pro- 
gram to bring drivers here in line 
with the nationwide system, reg- 
istration officials report. The total 
fell short of earlier estimates and 
far below the number that regis- 
tered for their permanent gasoline 
ration books in July. 


Apparently the increasinly heavy 
restrictions on automobile drivers 
are taking their toll. Between May, 
when drivers received their first 
rationing books, and July, 14,783 
cars apparently dropped off Dis- 
trict streets. Totals in the most 
recent registration show that an- 
other 14,566 automobiles have dis- 
appeared since July. In six months, 
therefore, it was indicated the Dis- 
trict had lost 29,349 passenger cars. 

* * ad 


One-Third Cut Seen 


In N. J. Registrations 


TRENTON, N. J.—A_ one-third 
cut below the 1941 level in the 
number of automobiles in use in 
New Jersey next year, if the war 
continues, is predicted by State 
Motor Vehicle Commissioner 
Arthur W. Magee. ; 

He added that his estimate would 
be “optimistic” if the federal gov- 
ernment should adopt more string- 
ent measures curtailing passenger 
car Operation to save tires. 





Dealer News 
In Brief 


Summers in Camp 
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—J. 
Ernest Summers, owner-manager 
of Summers Chevrolet, Inc., Red 
Bank, and known as the oldest 
Chevrolet dealer in the South, has 
left for Fort Oglethorpe to begin 
army training. Employes presented 
him with a gift at a farewell party 
in his honor. 
* * * 
By His Lonesome 

PORT SMOUTH, N. H.— 
(UTPS).—John A. Chabot, for 
the past 15 years sales manager 
of the Portsmouth Motor Mart, 
probably knows what it means to 
be lonesome. Although Army se- 
lectees are usually sent in size- 
able groups from this city, it so 
happened that he was the only 
inductee to leave on a recent 
morning. 


Obituaries— 


Noble Yarman 
WOOSTER, O.—Noble Yarman, 69. 
automobile dealer here since 1918, died 
at his home Nov. 9, following a long 
illness. His widow survives. 
. «@ 


John J. Klein 

INDIANAPOLIS.—John J. Klein, 32, 
assistant secretary of Marmon-Her- 
rington Co., died last week of pneu- 
monia. Previous to his appointment 
as assistant secretary of the Marmon- 
Herrington Co., he served as assistant 
to A. W. Herrington, chairman of the 
board of directors, then president of 
the company. 
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Ford Process Speeds Up 


No Pinch Foreseen 


In Auto Labor 


DETROIT.—Due to the govern- 
ment’s concentration on some types 
of war products at the expense of 
others, and because of materail 
shortages, the demand for labor in 
the automotive industry will be 
less than anticipated, George Rom- 
ney, managing director, said last 
week in a report to the Automotive 
Council for War Production. 


Romney stated that it had been 
anticipated that war production of 
the automotive industry would 
reach $22,000,000 per day by Jan. 
1, 1943, equivalent to an annual 
rate of $8,000,000,000. Until the 
above situation became acute, the 
industry was well ahead of this 
projected production time table, he 
said. 


He pointed out that the Detroit 
area had not felt the manpower 
pinch as yet, and that employ- 
ment of women had been com- 
paratively small to date because 
manpower requirements have not 
come up to the level that was 
previously expected. 

While war production is at a 
record level in the automotive in- 
dustry, there has been a tapering 
off of the output of trucks and 
other mechanized equipment, due 
to a re-alignment of war produc- 
tion schedules by the government, 
it was reported. 

As a result, the projected war 
production totals in the industry 
for January are expected to be ap- 
preciably below the expectations of 
some months ago. This situation, 
Romney advised, is subject to rapid 
change at any time, as the re- 
quirements of the United Nations 
change for strategical reasons, as 
new sources Of materials become 
available, and as the distribution of 
materials is improved. 

Romney said he expected an im- 
portant downward revision in the 
estimates of the U. S. Employment 
Service which had been projected 


Pontiac Slashes 
Toolmen Traini 


To Four Months 


PONTIAC.—An_ experiment in 
the up-grading of production em- 
ployes to tool repair men in Pon- 
tiac Motor’s Oerlikon plant has 
proved so successful that other 
tool repair shops in other Pontiac 
Motor armament plants are being 
supplied from this source, accord- 
ing to H. J. Klingler, general man- 
ager of the division. 

Last February, Klingler said, 
hundreds of production workers 
who had applied for up-grading to 
the tool room were interviewed by 
Theodore Rausch, tool room fore- 
man at the Oerlikon plant. Rausch 
picked 75 and their training was 
begun immediately. 

At the present time up-graders 
make up the entire afternoon and 
night shifts of the Oerlikon plant’s 
tool grinding department, exclusive 
of supervision, and about 80 per- 
cent of the day shift. Some of 
these up-graded employes have 
already progressed from machines 
to bench work and all were pro- 
ducing tool-making details on ma- 
chines within from three to five 
weeks. Only four failed to grasp 
the job. 

“Opinion has been that a ma- 
chine man couldn’t be made in two 
years,” Klingler said. “It is being 
accomplished at Pontiac Motor in 
about four months, provided the 
employe has sufficient mechanical 
background and learning ability. 


Packard Gives 
Data to Union 


DETROIT.—Packard has adopt- 
ed a policy of giving union repre- 
sentatives all the information that 
goes to company supervisors, as 
part of its program of assuring 
close cooperation of labor and 
management. 

George T. Christopher, president 
of the company explained the 
policy last week at a dinner at- 
tended by 500 foremen, department 
heads, executives and chief stew- 
ards of UAW-CIO Local 190. 


to February, 1943. These estimates 
had shown that employment in the 
Wayne County area at that time 
would be 734,000, an increase of 
57,000 over present levels. 

The projected total was esti- 
mated to be heading for a level of 
778,000 in the Wayne County area, 
Or an increase of 101,000 workers, 
when war production reached its 
peak sometime in 1943. 

The re-alignment of war 
schedules will require that these 
estimates be reduced for the 
present at least, Romney re- 
ported, thus eliminating even the 
alleged need for the drastic man- 
power controls under discussion 
in Washington for this area. 

Taken with the fact that the 
peak of the preparatory or “tool- 
ing up” stage of production now 
has been passed, the anticipated 
labor shortage seems to have been 
indefinitely postponed in this area. 

He added, however, that the auto- 
motive workers will still have 
plenty of work to do. 





American Tanks Found 


Superior to Enemy’s 

DETROIT.—Paying tribute to 
the automotive industry, Lieut. 
Col. Joseph M. Colby, develop- 
ment chief of the Tank-Auto- 
motive Center of Army Ord- 
nance, said here last week that 
American-made M-3 and M-4 
tanks are far superior to those 
of the enemy. 

Having just completed a 
round-the-world tour of battle- 
fronts, Col. Colby declared that 
standardization is the next goal, 
with an “industry engine” com- 
bining the best features of 
various types now produced, 





Canada to Turn Out 


5,000 Planes in °42 

WASHINGTON.—Canada is pro- 
ducing war planes at a rate of 
about 5,000 a year, Munitions Min- 
ister C. D. Howe said here last 
week. 

Howe, who came to Washington 
for the British-American-Canadian 
combined production board, esti- 
mated Canada’s total war produc- 
tion for 1942 at $2,500,000,000, and 
for 1943, about $3,500,000,000. 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 
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Armor Plate Output 


DEARBORN. -— Ford engineers 
have come up with a new method 
of straightening armor plate. The 
process is applied to the vital war 
metal immediately after it has 
been put through a heat-treat fur- 
nacing in which the armor is fired 
to shell-resisting hardness. 

The formula now is being used 
in the new Ford armor plate 
plant. The method was introduced 
for two reasons, first, to speed up 

| the final stages of armor plate 
| production; second, to eliminate as 
|; much as possible the use of cum- 
bersome and costly straightening 
| machines. 

| Substituting water-cooled dies 
for water tanks, sprays and 
straightening machines still in 
use in other steel plants, the Ford 
method steps up deliveries of ar- 
| mor plate to tank builders and re- 
| duces the straightening of armor 
plate to one short operation. 

Although the technique has been 
employed in the past to flatten 
much smaller sections of furnace- 
hot metal, its present application 
to greater areas and thicknesses 
was at first regarded by steel men 
as an experiment. 


The time-slashing Ford method 
is being demonstrated by a “cool- 
ing-press.” This huge water-cooled, 
die-press is connected by a roller 
track to a continuous furnace 
through which the metal passes 
during the heat-treat hardening 
process. The new Ford method of 
“quenching” accomplishes its 
straightening and cooling job in 
three to eight minutes, depending 
upon the length, width and thick- 
ness of the armor plate pressed by 
the dies, it is said. 


Buick Aircraft School 


Gets AAF Citation 


FLINT.—Award of a special ef- 
ficiency citation to the Buick 
ground school for training aircraft 
engine overhaul mechanics was 
made Tuesday in ceremonies at 
the school by Maj. Gen. F. L. Mar- 
tin, commanding officer of the 
Army Air Forces Technical Train- 
ing Command. 


The Buick school is turning out 
its 16th class of AAF ground per- 
sonnel as trained aircraft engine 
mechanics. 


Christmas remembrance 
to your dealer friends ? 


“er YEAR when the Hudson-Jones Automo- 
bile Company, of Des Moines, “Iowa’s largest 
motor car distributors!” sent Automotive News 
to their entire dealer list, some 80 subscrip- 


tions. They 


said-- 


“With the view of keeping our seventy-five or eighty dealers 
currently and uniformly posted, we have followed the custom 
of high-spotting what we thought was important news through 
the medium of bulletins. 


“Due to rapidly changing conditions, we now find it impossible 


to cover 


the situation in a 


broad way and since we should 


like to have our dealers uniformly up to date at all times 
for their own good, we have found ourselves wishing that 
they might all be subscribers to your publication.” 


If you too, see the importance of keeping your dealers reliably informed 


on what is 


going on 


in this great 


industry, 


may we suggest 


that you make a present of Automotive News to each of your 


good accounts? 


We offer special yearly subscription rates on 


groups of 10 to 24, 24 to 49, 50 to 99 or from 100 up, exclusively 


to motor vehicle 


dealers. 


tear out the coupon below and mail. 


CIRCULATION 


MANAGER 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 


5229 Cass Ave., DETROIT 


If you are mterested, 


simply 
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Warning to Dealers: 


WPB Starts 
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Checkup 


On Car. Conditioning. 


DETROIT.—Annoyed by reports 
that 30 to 50 percent of auto 
dealers have not complied with 
regulations on storage of frozen 
cars, War Production Board last 
week dispatched 45 men into the 
field to check on compliance with 
Appendix B. 

The specialists, given a week’s 
training in Washington On inspec- 
tion of cars, will use a report form 
which is divided into three gen- 
eral groups as follows: 

1. Disposition of vehicles. in 
which the location of different 
automotive vehicles is noted for 
either indoors or outdoors. 

2. Condition of storage space. In 
this paragraph the space occupied 
by the cars in storage is graded 
according to the following—light, 
dry, damp, clean, dirty—and then 
in the judgment of the inspector, 
either suitable or unsuitable. 

3. This deals with the condition 


Take Advantage 
Of Adjustments 


In Rival’s Prices 


WASHINGTON.—Sellers of serv- 
ices, who base their ceiling prices 
on the prices of competitors, are 
allowed to take advantage of any 
adjustments granted the com- 
petitors, the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration announced last week. 

The services regulation (Maxi- 
mum Price Regulation No. 165 as 
amended) applies to a wide range 
of services, such as those per- 
formed by laundries, garages, and 
radio repair shops. It states that 
when a seller of services cannot 
determine his maximum price un- 
der other provisions of the regula- 
tion, his ceiling shall be the high- 
est price charged in March, 1942, 
by the most closely competitive 
seller of the same class for the 
same service or the similar service 
most nearly like it. 

Amendment No. 8 to the regu- 
lation, effective Nov. 18, changes 
that provision to read “the mazi- 
mum price of the most closely 
competitive seller of the same 
class.” 

The provision in the original 
regulation, OPA pointed out, was 
based on the assumption that the 
competitor’s highest price charged 
in March is always his maximum 
price. This is not true when a sell- 
er has been granted a price ad- 
justment by OPA. 

Amendment makes sure that a 
seller whose price for a service is 
determined with reference to the 
price of a competitor will be al- 
lowed to charge the same price as 
the competitor. 


Goodrich Gets 
Army-Navy E 


AKRON.—Army Engineers corps 
now is ordering only pontons or 
pneumatic floats made of syn- 
- thetic rubber, it was revealed here 
by Brig. Gen. Raymond F. Fowler, 
chief of the supply division, in 
citing examples of the production 
speed and ingenuity which won 
for all Akron workers of the B. F. 
Goodrich company the Army-Navy 
“E” award. 

Lieut. F. W. Crook participated 
in the emblem-presentation cere- 
monies as representative of the 
Navy. John L, Collyer, president, 
T. G. Graham, vice-president of 
the company, and George Bass, 
president of Local No. 5, United 
Rubber Workers of America, ac- 
cepted the award for the company 
and its workers. Collyer announced 
that more than 2,500 former em- 
ployes of the company are now in 
the armed services. 


W. Va. Permits Towing 


Of Vehicles in State 


WASHINGTON.—Another §high- 
way barrier bit the dust when the 
recent special session of the Vir- 
ginia general assembly amended 
the law to permit a motor vehicle 
pulling one other vehicle by tow- 
bar to move within or across the 


of the vehicles and is so drawn 
that the number of vehicles may 
be shown that have been processed 
and those that have not been pro- 
cessed on each of the 18 different 
items in the schedule. Space is 
provided for the remarks of the 
inspector. 

The following message has been 
sent to all RFC agents: 

“In considering new automobile 
applications for loans or purchases, 
no increment whatsoever is to be 
allowed unless the vehicles covered 
thereby had on Oct. 31, 1942 re- 
ceived while in storage all main- 
tenance operations set forth in 
OPA Amendment 4 to Revised 
Price Schedule 85 and/or Amend- 
ment 19 to Suplementary Regula- 
tion 14 to General Maximum Price 
Regulation (correspond with RFC 
Revised Appendix A), or unless the 
dealer’s appeal to OPA with respect 
thereto has been approved by OPA. 
The Office of Price Administration 
has indicated that it will forward 
to this WPB office conformed or 
certified copies of all such ap- 
provals in order that such informa- 
tion may be sent to the respective 
RFC Loan Agency. 

“In those cases where inspections 
of vehicles pledged to the corpora- 
tion, or offered as collateral, are 
made after Oct. 31 and the in- 
spection indicates that such vehi- 
cles have been serviced in accord- 
ance with Revised Appendix A, 
you should obtain an affidavit from 
the borrower or the applicant that 
all such vehicles were so serviced 
on Oct. 31, 1942, and such affidavit 
should be supplemented by a cer- 
tified copy of the dealer’s report 
to the War Production Board on 
WPB Form PD-641. If certified 
copies of PD-641 are not available, 
borrower’s affidavit should con- 
tain a statement to the effect that 
such report was forwarded to the 
War Production Board.” 


Truck Releases 
928 in Week 


WASHINGTON.—A total of 928 
trucks, trailers and miscellaneous 
vehicles were released under the 
truck rationing program during 
the week ending Nov. 14, WPB’s 
Automotive Branch announced last 
week. 

Civilian users received 72 light, 
344 medium and 59 heavy trucks, 
73 trailers and 48 miscellaneous 
vehicles. Holders of Government 
Exemption Permits were allotted 
160 light, 125 medium and 45 heavy 
trucks, no trailers and two miscel- 
laneous vehicles. 

Since the rationing program be- 
came effective March 9, 1942, a 
total of 88,865 vehicles of all types 
has been released. The total in- 
cludes 7,038 light, 20,778 medium 
and 5,550 heavy trucks, 4,648 trail- 
ers and 1,171 miscellaneous ve- 
hicles for civilian users and 13,603 
light, 25,702 medium and 5,211 
heavy trucks, 1,693 trailer and 3,- 
471 miscellaneous vehicles for GEP 
holders. 


Be Fair in Obtaining - 
Your Employes! 

AKRON.—Akron dealers asso- 
ciation reports that one or two 
automobile dealers have been 
trying to secure the help of 
other automobile dealers by go- 
ing in the back door and offer- 
ing more money to fellow dealer 
employes, . 

“We are afraid if this starts, 
it will become a serious problem 
and we urge dealers to cooper- 
ate by not soliciting help from 
fellow automobile dealers,” the 
association declared. 


Used Car Sales 
Rise Slightly 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Used car 
sales for October, as reported by 
the dealer-members of the San 
Antonio Automobile Trade Assn., 
exceeded the previous month. 

There were 620 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with Oc- 
tober sales numbering 370 units, 
for a unit turnover of 60 percent 
as compared with 56 percent for 
September; a total value of 
$192,794; a turnover value of 75 
percent against 70 percent for the 
preceding month; and an average 
value of $521 against $511. 

There were 600 cars on hand at 
the end of the month, having a 
total valuation of $249,805, and an 
average value of $416 against $417 
for September. 

Comparative figures show that 
in September there were 347 cars 
sold for a unit turnover of 56 per- 
cent, a total value of $177,190, a 
turnover value of 70 percent, and 
an average value of $511. There 
were 620 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total valu- 
ation of $258,420, and an average 
value of $417. 

In October, 1941, there were 
1,109 cars sold for a unit turnover 
of 125 percent, a total value of 
$387,019, a turnover value of 121 
percent, and an average value of 
$349. There were 783 cars on hand 
at the end of the month, having 
a total value of $285,612, and an 
average value of $365. 


Canadian Oil Needs 


Get U. S. Attention 


DETROIT. — Canadian require- 
ments for petroleum and petroleum 
materials henseforth will be con- 
sidered on the same basis as those 
of the United States, Petroleum 
Coordinator for War Harold Ickes 
announced last week. 

Details of the plan to handle 
Canadian requests for materials on 
a par with similar requests from 
United States operators were in- 
cluded in a letter addressed to 
Dominion Oil Confroller G. R. Cot- 
trelle by Deputy Coordinator Ralph 
K. Davies. 


Changes Name 


NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y.—The USL 
Battery Corp. here has changed its 
name to the Auto-Lite Batte Corp. 
Auto-Lite Battery is a subsidiary of 
Electric Auto-Lite Co., Toledo. For 
several years batteries manufactured 
by USL have carried the trade name 
Auto-Lite. 


WPB Plans a Crackdown 


On Inventory Violators 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Plans for the War 
Production Board for a_ blanket 
investigation of distributors of 
automotive supplies and _ other 
hard goods made of critical mate- 
rials in the New York and New 
Jersey area in an attempt to end 
widespread violations of WPB in- 
ventory and priority regulations, 
were disclosed by Linford C. White, 
chief of the WPB distributors 
branch, in addressing a meeting of 
1,600 distributors here. 

The blanket investigation, he 
said, was decided upon after a 
spot check showed that, out of 70 
cases investigated, not one had 
been found living up to WPB 
regulations governing inventories, 
reporting and replenishing of 
stocks under priorities. 

“From now on,” he warned, “we 
are going to get compliance with 
orders. Any persons who are get- 
ting critical materials these days 


under false pretenses, are more 
than chisglers. They’re just plain 
thieves.” 

In calling upon the distributors 
to maintain a buying record or a 
perpetual inventory of the more 
critical items, White added that a 
distributor to turn over his stock 
properly cannot go along without 
such records. He also urged that 
they cooperate with each other, 
even to the extent of exchanging 
scarce items to meet all demands. 

“When it is realized that dis- 
tributors selling items made of 
metal do an annual business in 
the neighborhood of $6,000,000,000 
to $8,000,000,000 a year,” he said, 
“they undoubtedly have an inven- 
tory of at least $2,000,000,000. If 
you care to figure that out roughly 
at 10 cents a pound average, it 
means that easily 1,000,000 tons of 
finished products are at the pres- 
ent moment in the distributors’ in- 
ventory.” 


Credit Condition 
Of Auto Jobbers 
Held Favorable 


NEW YORK.—Very favorable 
basic credit conditions in the auto- 
motive jobbing field are shown by 
replies to a questionnaire sent to 
more than 4,000 jobbers by the 
credit department of the Motor 
and Equipment Manufacturers 
Assn. to ascertain the effects of the 
war on the industry, both finan- 
cially and otherwise. 


“Statements show a very healthy 
condition with few exceptions,” the 
association’s credit department 
commented in a bulletin to mem- 
bers. “Earnings are good and in 
a great many cases better than a 
year ago. The same can be said 
of sales, helped along very often 
by defense work. Ratios of cur- 
rent assets to current liabilities 
indicate a sound condition gen- 
erally. This may not last much 
longer in many cases, due to mate- 
rial shortages, national gas ration- 
ing, ‘Certificates of War Necessity’ 
being required for trucks, and 
scaling of inventories. 


“However, jobbers appear to 
have ‘battened down the hatches’ 
in readiness for any approaching 
storm. Long margin selling appears 
no longer a part of the present 
setup. Overhead expenses have 
been curtailed through restricted 
deliveries and the non-replacement 
of personnel going into service, 
unless absolutely essential. Smaller 
territories appear to be the order 
of the day and unprofitable calls 
are being omitted. 


“Some jobbers report taking on 
additional lines while others have 
been dropped, where they are not 
directly related to automotive 
products. The chains, especially, 
have added considerably in the 
non-automotive category. Recap- 
ping and repair work has been 
added by some of those reporting. 
A very substantial number of 
jobbers are doing defense work of 
one kind or another.” 


Capt.Rickenbacker 
Is Found Alive 


WASHINGTON.—Hope_ deferred 
proved its worth when Secretary 
of War Stimpson announced on 
Nov. 14 that a Navy plane piloted 
by Lieut. W. F. Eadie had found 
and rescued Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer and two of his crew. They 
had been afloat for three weeks on 
a rubber life raft. 


The rescuers were flying a two- 
place Kingfisher observation scout- 
ing plane, so small that only Col. 
H. C. Anderson could be taken 
into the cockpit. Capt. Ricken- 
backer and Private J. F. Bartek 
were lashed to the wings and the 
plane taxied 40 miles back to its 
base, the location of which was not 
divulged. 


Details of the Rickenbacker ad- 
venture have not as yet been an- 
nounced, but Rick himself is re- 
ported to be in excellent condition, 
all things considered. 


Expand Tooling Service 


To Aid Ordnance 


DETROIT. — With procurement 
of some types of gages regarded 
as a continuing critical problem, 
three branches of the nation’s 
armed services in the Detroit area 
have banded together with the 
automotive industry to ease the 
problem of providing more exten- 
sive information to gage buyers 
about all the available shop ca- 
pacity for gage-making. 

To do this, they are making use 
of the Tooling Information Serv- 
ice established by the industry last 
winter in setting up the Automo- 
tive Council for War Production. 
This service, with cooperation of 
tool and die firms and gage-making 
plants, surveys and reports weekly 
on available facilities for making 
gages and other production re- 
quirements such as tools, dies, jigs 
and fixtures. The new plan will 
expand the operations of this serv- 
ice to reach more war plants and 
more of the government field rep- 
resentatives who are in touch with 
the gage procurement program. 


It takes a strong fish to swim against 
the current, and a good dealer to 
stay in business now! 
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Automotiue Nemes 


Sees Synthetics 


Forming 90% of 
43 U. S. Rubber 


CINCINNATI—The United 
States, within two years after Pearl 
Harbor, probably will be depending 
on American synthetic rubber to 
fill 90 percent of its rubber needs, 
a Farm Chemurgic Council re- 
gional conference heard here last 
week. 

The swiftness and completeness 
of this switchover, Dr. Robert V. 
Yohe of B. F. Goodrich Co.’s chem- 
ical division, told the meeting, 
stands in contrast to the situation 
in Germany, which he estimates is 
now “living on 75 percent synthetic 
rubber” although that country has 
been hard at work on synthetic 
rubber development since before 
World War I. 

In emphasizing the magnitude 
of the government program for 
reaching, by the end of 1944, an 
annual production of up to a mil- 
lion tons of man-made rubber, Dr. 
Yohe said “this country is en- 
deavoring to do in that short time 
what no single industrial concern 
of the greatest proportions would 
dare attempt to do in 15 years, 
even if it had all the scientific 
brains of the country at its dis- 
posal.” 

Reporting on technical progress 
being made in_ synthetics, the 
speaker pointed out that already 
“almost all essential rubber articles 
can be made from this ‘All-Ameri- 
can’ rubber, including hundreds of 
important products being used by 
our armed forces.” 

Dr. Yohe said tires whose rubber 
content is 99.84 percent synthetic 
rubber are being tested on the 
highways in various parts of the 
country, and that under certain 
severe service conditions they wear 
better than natural rubber ones, 
though “several difficult problems 
remain to be solved” in the case 
of synthetic rubber tires in the 
larger sizes for trucks and buses. 


CWN Only Temporary, 


Eastman Hopes 

WASHINGTON. —The desir- 
ability of relieving highway 
transportation of such emer- 
gency controls as the Certificate 
of War Necessity required by 
the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation for virtually all trucks, 
buses and taxicabs, is expressed 
by ODT Director Eastman in 
the following quotation from 
his recent radio address: 

“This certificate plan is not 
a thing that any of us would 
want in normal times and the 
sooner we can get rid of it the 
better we shall all be pleased, 
and no one will be more pleased 
than I.” 





